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have her reward. On 4th November the red flag
was hoisted on the battleship Kaiser. The mutiny
spread to the Kiel shipyards and workshops, where
there had always been a strong socialist element;
a council of soldiers, sailors, and workmen was
formed; and the mutineers captured the barracks,
and took possession of the town. The trouble ran
like wildfire to Hamburg, Bremen, Liibeok, and
adjacent ports, and it was significant that in every
case the soldiers and sailors took the lead. Deputa-
tions of Social Democrats were sent down post-haste
by the Government, and succeeded in temporarily
restoring order, but the terms on ;which peace was
made were the ruin of the old regime. In Cologne,
in Essen, and in other industrial centres there were
grave disturbances, and everywhere the chief outcry
was against the Emperor and the Hohenzollerns.
He who had been worshipped as a god, because he
was the embodiment of a greater Germany, was now
reviled by a nation disillusioned of dreams of great-
ness. At the same time the Empire was dissolving
at its periphery. The Polish deputies from Posen
and Silesia seceded from the Reichstag, and Schles-
wig demanded liberation.

It was hard to tell where in Germany now lay the
seat of power. On the 5th the Army Command
invited to Headquarters representatives of the
majority parties in the Eeichstag to discuss the next
step, and search was made for military officers who
might be least unacceptable to the Allies. On that
day the Government at Washington transmitted to
Germany, through Switzerland, the last word on the
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